MEET OUR NEW CAO

Courtney Kirk
Courtney Kirk will be assuming the position of Chief
Administrative Officer for the Village of Queen Charlotte
on November 15, 2021. Courtney has spent 4 years in
Bella Coola as the CAO with the Central Coast Regional
District (CCRD). Her responsibilities included the
statutory functions of Chief Financial Officer, Corporate
Officer, and Emergency Program Coordinator. Courtney
holds a Master of Laws, a Bachelor of Laws, and a
Bachelor of Science, Botany.

Prior to assuming her position with CCRD Courtney was an instructor at Nuxalk College and
has served as Referrals Coordinator with mentorship responsibilities for the Nuxalk Nation in
Bella Coola. While living in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, her birthplace, she also had the privilege
of serving as the Executive Assistant to the Honorable Allan E Blakeney, PC, OC, SOM, QC,
FRSC, while he completed and published his memoirs.
Passionate about the subject of First Nation-Crown governance relations, Courtney has
dedicated much of her academic pursuits to this interest. She relocated to Bella Coola in 2010
for the opportunity to directly apply her knowledge in service to a First Nation government
and community. She focused her graduate thesis on the gaps in the BC emergency
framework that work to exclude First Nations from significant decision-making in the
management of disasters in their territories and waters. She is proud to have directly
contributed to conversations for change in the evolving provincial emergency management
framework.
In her role as CAO of CCRD, Courtney was honoured to work with motivated elected boards
and a dedicated staff in achieving significant benefits for constituents. Some of these
accomplishments included: unprecedented grant fundraising success; rebrand of CCRD with
new First Nation art inspired logo; improvement of District waterworks conversion to a service
of CCRD; reinstatement of Bella Coola Airport's Transport Canada certification; organizational
resiliency and leadership through multiple emergency activations in response to natural
disasters; and the pilot CCRD/EMBC/Nuxalk Nation Emergency Management MOU that strives
for new and better ways of emergency management in the region.
Courtney’s transformative leadership and mentoring skills furthered diversity and greater
cohesion within CCRD’s administration. With her expertise and the dedicated work of the
Board and Staff, the CCRD team spearheaded an advocacy campaign through UBCM that has
led to British Columbia recently committing to ensuring non-treaty First Nation inclusion on
regional boards. She is also an experienced public speaker, with recent engagements
including: UBCM 2019 Study Session (full day) Key Presenter Supporting Inclusive Governance
in BC; Chairs/CAOs Forum 2019: Presentation: Financing Reconciliation; UBCM 2018 Clinic Key
Presenter: Financing Reconciliation: Solutions for Local Communities.
Council and Staff of the Village of Queen Charlotte are happy to welcome Courtney to the
team. We are looking forward to working with her and benefiting from the knowledge and
experience she brings to our community.

